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			It is the 41st millennium. For more than a hundred centuries the Emperor has sat immobile on the Golden Throne of Earth. He is the master of mankind by the will of the gods, and master of a million worlds by the might of his inexhaustible armies. He is a rotting carcass writhing invisibly with power from the Dark Age of Technology. He is the Carrion Lord of the Imperium for whom a thousand souls are sacrificed every day, so that he may never truly die.

			Yet even in his deathless state, the Emperor continues his eternal vigilance. Mighty battlefleets cross the daemon-infested miasma of the warp, the only route between distant stars, their way lit by the Astronomican, the psychic manifestation of the Emperor’s will. Vast armies give battle in His name on uncounted worlds. Greatest amongst his soldiers are the Adeptus Astartes, the Space Marines, bio-engineered super-warriors. Their comrades in arms are legion: the Imperial Guard and countless planetary defence forces, the ever-vigilant Inquisition and the tech-priests of the Adeptus Mechanicus to name only a few. But for all their multitudes, they are barely enough to hold off the ever-present threat from aliens, heretics, mutants - and worse.

			To be a man in such times is to be one amongst untold billions. It is to live in the cruellest and most bloody regime imaginable. These are the tales of those times. Forget the power of technology and science, for so much has been forgotten, never to be re-learned. Forget the promise of progress and understanding, for in the grim dark future there is only war. There is no peace amongst the stars, only an eternity of carnage and slaughter, and the laughter of thirsting gods.
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			SCENE ONE – EXT. STROMARK SECUNDUS

			ATMOS: VIOLENT NUCLEAR WINDS RAVAGE THE PLANET’S SURFACE WHILE A RAIN OF ASH AND POLLUTANTS LASHES DOWN.

			

			FX – WET IRREGULAR FOOTFALLS, TORTUOUS WHEEZING BREATHS

			NARRATION: Even before he turned traitor, Pavel Minzen had never been a devout man but, as he dragged himself across the nuclear ravaged landscape of his homeworld, he silently offered up a prayer to the God-Emperor of mankind, begging forgiveness for turning away from His light. Every breath was a supreme effort, emanating from radiation scarred lungs and his flesh draped from him in reddened strips. Each heavy footfall, burning his feet where his standard issue boots had simply dissolved in the corrosive mire underfoot, was a step closer to death.

			FX – FIVE WHINES OF CRAFT HEADING TOWARDS THE GROUND FOLLOWED BY WET IMPACTS

			Pavel looked skyward through melted eyelids and saw the blazing contrails of missiles streaking towards the planet’s surface. He dropped to his knees and spread his arms wide, ready to embrace the fate he’d been denied during the initial bombardment, when he’d found himself outside the protection of the palace as the nuclear hellfire rained down. Time froze as he awaited the inevitable wash of searing heat and blinding light, but the inevitable never came.

			Confused, Pavel struggled to his feet and dragged himself sluggishly in the direction of the impacts. He and his entire regiment had rebelled, taken up arms against those they once called allies, and they’d paid the highest price. While most of the population lived, sheltered in the palace and the intricate network of underground bunkers that ran for thousands of kilometres beneath it, the surface of their world had become uninhabitable. If the objects he’d just witnessed were not yet more nucleonic warheads then what new kind of punishment was being meted out on him and his kin?

			He did not have to wait long for an answer.

			FX – MULTIPLE HEAVY WET FOOTFALLS.

			Through the constant downpour of ash and the chemical haze, five figures resolved. A quintet of giants clad in crimson sent forth to wreak their bloody vengeance. Their movement was ponderous and slow, as much a result of their sheer bulk as the swamp-like conditions, but they moved with purpose, as if bent on a singular, vital goal.

			Life rapidly running away from him, Pavel picked up his pace in the vain hope that these Angels of Death would grant him swift mercy, but in the end it was futile. With the newcomers close enough that he could begin to make out the markings adorning their armour - a pair of wings surrounding some icon or other, his vision was so utterly ruined that he could not be certain – Pavel fell face-first into the sludge. Gasping, his mouth filled with the vile mud and the corrosive soup slid down his throat setting to work on already devastated innards. By the time the five had reached the spot where he fell, Pavel was already dead; half-drowned, half-disintegrated from the inside.

			Oblivious, one of the red giants trod Pavel’s corpse even further into the mire, ignorantly eradicating all evidence of the man’s existence as he strode inexorably towards the slaughter yet to come.
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